
 

 

 

Team is defined as a group of people or club that can accomplish a task that 

one person cannot.  Southside Lions Club is a great team that cares about 

helping those who may be less fortunate.  As we begin this New Year, letôs 

be mindful of our Club mission in serving the people in our community and 

internationally. 

 

The food bank always is well stocked for the holidays as this is the giving 

time of year, but in January and February the food bank is always in great 

need of food. Please continue to give if you can, either by bringing food to 

our Club meeting or dropping it off at one of their other locations. 

 

We still have brooms at Irwinôs Pharmacy.  If someone asks you for a broom, 

please send them to Irwinôs Pharmacy to buy one; the prices are the same. 

 

Rep. William Whitehurst will be our speaker on January 21, 2010; this is a 

great time to bring a guest or prospective new member. 

 

Hope everyone has a great year and I look forward to seeing you at the meet-

ings. 

 

 

 

Lion President Ben  

   Presidentõs Message 
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2009-2010 Officers 
 

PresidentðLion Ben Hurr, 1700 Taft Rd, 421-3624, e-mail:  
President@southsidelionsclub.org 

 
SecretaryðLion W.T. Perkins, 904 Glenda Crescent, 482-

6895, e-mail: Secretary@southsidelionsclub.org 
 

TreasurerðLion Tom Shenk, 1308 Meggett Drive, 546-5410, 
e-mail: Treasurer@southsidelionsclub.org 

We Care About People  



Volume 61, Issue 7 

   DIGEST 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES  

December 10, 2009 

 

1. The club for many years has provided a scholarship to the State Bland Contest in the amount of 

$600.00.  Effective for 2010, the minimum for a scholarship at the State Bland Contest is $1,000.  The 

BOD approved to give a $1,000 scholarship to the State Bland Contest. 

 

2. The club paid the State dues for this Lions year. 

 

3. The BOD honored the request of the following Lions, Josh Rockwell, Steve Smith and Laurie Spinato 

to become Affiliate members.  The Board approved, with regrets, to honor the request of Lions Gildo 

& Doris Frese to be dropped from the club at the end of December due to not being able to participate 

and attend club functions. 

 

4.  Adopt-A-Highway is scheduled for Saturday, January 30th and we need a good group of Lions to show 

up ï especially some female type Lions. 

 

5. The White Cane that was held before Thanksgiving at the ABC Store brought in $781.00.  Thanks to 

all those faithful Lions who participated. 

 

6. The Board approved to pay $10.00 to the individual who drives for a Traveling Leo and they go over 

50 miles one way and this is retroactive to the beginning of the Lions year. 

 

7. The Board approved to give $100 to the Joy Fund. 

 

8. The Board approved $100 in order to make repairs to our trailer. 

 

9. The Board approved not to participate in the card game at our regular club meetings. 
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Board of  Directors Meeting  
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Move to Grow  

 

 

 

Please let me know if any of your personal information 

changesðphone, email, address 

If you are not going to be able to attend 

a luncheon meeting, or if you are bring-

ing a guest, please CONTACT  

Lion Ed Novak 

757-410-2823 home 

757-233-4810 work 

757-268-4668 cell 

THEN 

 Please call Lion Mary Thurman 

(757-421-3774), and let her know if you 

will be ñmaking upò your absence by 

one of the methods as listed in the     

directory 

Meetings  
1st & 3rd Thurs, Lunch 12:30, Mtg 1:00  

Patti Burns e-mail correction:  pksgram@aol.com 

WT Perkins e-mail correction:  wtperkins@verizon.net 

2009-2010 International President  

Eberhard Wirfs is making history as the first German 

president of Lions Clubs International. The Frankfurt area

-native ï who learned English in school because he 

wanted to travel and meet people from other cultures ï 

now leads the service association that prides itself on its 

international character and worldwide appeal. 

 

Our new president relishes his membership because hands

-on service stirs his soul. ñAs a Lion you are asked for 

help. As a Lion you are needed. If somebody is needed, 

he is able to contribute,ò he says. ñThis enriches our life. 

Sometimes with only a little money, but much more with 

your hands, you give the help that is needed. Itôs not only 

satisfying, itôs important. Itôs important as a citizen to 

have this kind of responsibility in the world.ò 
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Artificial Retina, Video Camera Give Partial Vision to Blind  

By Rob Waters, Bloomberg News 

Oct. 20 (Bloomberg) -- A miniature video camera in the center of his eyeglass frames and tiny electrodes im-

planted at the back of his right eye allow Dean Lloyd to see lights and shapes, more than 30 years after he lost 

his vision.  

Lloyd is one of 32 blind people testing the Argus II system from Second Sight Medical Products Inc., a 

closely held company based in Sylmar, California. Ten of 15 users of the device identified the direction of a 

moving line on a computer screen in a study presented today at a science meeting in Chicago.  

About 200,000 people in the U.S. and Europe suffer from retinitis pigmentosa, a condition that damages the 

retina and steals their vision. The Argus II used by Lloyd transmits visual information to the electrodes on his 

retina, reactivating dormant neural pathways and allowing him to see outlines and bursts of light.  

December 2009 

  7 applications were received, 4 were approved, and 3 were out of our service area. This 

brings to a total of 90 applications received YTD,  and 47 being approved  YTD.  

 After adjustments, our commitment for the month was $155 and $ 3,455  YTD. 

Lion Ken Hiatt, Sight Chairman 
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Sight Conservation  

Giving Sight to the Blind  

Eyeglass Recycling Center 

There were 278  pair of eyeglasses  collected during the month of  De-

cember, resulting in a total of  1,295 pair of glasses collected for the 

year. 

During the month of December , Lions Jimmy Hofer, Ben Hurr, and 

Patti Burns volunteered at the Eyeglass Recycle Center. 

 

Lion Jimmy Hofer 

 

http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT00407602
http://www.2-sight.com/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001029.htm
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ñI see boundaries and edges but not images,ò Lloyd said, moving his head -- and his camera -- to scan the face 

of a visitor. ñYour eyes look like flashes of light.ò  

Lloyd, 68, went through two surgeries, each lasting more than three hours, to have the electrodes and an an-

tenna implanted on his eye in an effort to reverse his disease. The camera sends signals to a miniature com-

puter he wears on his waist, which processes them and sends them to the antenna in his eye. The first proce-

dure, in 2007, was repeated later because some of the electrodes werenôt functioning properly, a glitch that left 

Lloyd unfazed.  

Marketing Clearance  

Second Sight is seeking approval to market the device as soon as next year in Europe and the U.S. The com-

pany plans to sell the units for about $100,000, said Brian Mech, Second Sightôs vice president for business 

development, in a telephone interview yesterday.  

The company, whose chairman and largest shareholder is the billionaire inventor and entrepreneur Alfred 

Mann, also has raised money from individual investors and the Menlo Park, California-based venture capital 

firm Versant Ventures. Second Sight received a $26 million 10-year grant from the National Institutes of 

Health to develop the device, Mech said.  

Retinitis pigmentosa kills the photo receptor cells on the retina that translate light into signals, said Jessy 

Dorn, a Second Sight researcher who presented the study findings at the annual meeting, in Chicago, of the 

Society for Neuroscience.  

ñThose cells are dying but the rest of the neural architecture is intact,ò Dorn said in an telephone interview on 

Oct. 16. ñGanglion cells and bipolar neurons are usually intact. If you put electrodes near those cells and elec-

trically stimulate them, the cells interpret that as visual information and send it up the chain where the visual 

part of the brain interprets it.ò  

Time Needed  

For most patients, sight doesnôt return immediately after the electrodes are installed and the camera is turned 

on, Dorn said.  

ñThe brain needs to relearn how to interpret visual information for the first time in years,ò she said. ñWe do a 

lot of training and rehab and low-vision therapy.ò  

Dorn has watched this process unfold in many patients and been present at Eureka moments when they first 

put those skills to use.  

ñWe do some practice where we walk in a hallway and tell them, óSomewhere in front of you thereôs a door, 

can you find it?ô she said. ñIôve been there when theyôve found the door on the first try. Itôs very exciting.ò  

For Lloyd, a lawyer who began his career in medical research before losing his vision three decades ago, the 

study gives him a chance to be involved again in science.  
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Giving Sight to the Blind  

http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Alfred+Mann&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Alfred+Mann&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
http://www.versantventures.com/
http://www.nih.gov
http://www.sfn.org/am2009/
http://webvision.med.utah.edu/GCPHYS1.HTM
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Southside Lions Club has the following health equipment items available to loan to any 

person in 24D District. 

Wheel Chairs 

Shower Stools 

Walkers 

Potty Chairs 

Canes 

Crutches 

IF ANY LION KNOWS OF SOMEONE THAT NEEDS THE USE OF THESE ITEMS, 

PLEASE CALL THE LIONS/PHONE      NUMBERS LISTED BELOW:  

LION BEN HURR/757-421-3624 

LION JIMMY HOFER/757 -549-9977 
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We Care About People  

ñI think the project is opening up a new door which hasnôt been opened before,ò Lloyd said yesterday in an 

interview at his Palo Alto, California, law office.  

To contact the reporter on this story: Rob Waters in San Francisco at rwaters5@bloomberg.net.  

Giving Sight to the Blind  

The teenager lost a contact lens while playing basketball in his driveway. After a fruitless 

search, he told his mother the lens was nowhere to be found.  

 

Undaunted, she went outside and in a few minutes, returned with the lens in her hand.  

 

"How did you manage to find it, Mom?" the teenager asked.  

 

"We weren't looking for the same thing," she replied.  

 

"You were looking for a small piece of plastic. I was looking for $150."  

http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Rob+Waters&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1
mailto:rwaters5@bloomberg.net
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Jan 7th ñ Melissa Avery, Sugar Plum Bakery  
 
Jan 21stñ Dr. Bill Whitehurst  
 
Feb 4th ñValentineõs Party 
 
Feb 18thñDr. Marcia Carney, Vitreous and Retina Specialist  
 
March 18th ñPhil Rea, A is for Attitude  

January 

Lion Bill MorganðJanuary 7th 

Lion Patti BurnsðJanuary 9th 

Lion James JohnstonðJanuary 16th 

Lion Ginny RauchðJanuary 18th 

Lion Eugene BeachamðJanuary 24th 

Lion Bynum WhitehurstðJanuary 26th 

Lion Tom ShenkðJanuaryð27th 

Lion John ThompsonðJanuaryð30th 

Lion Eric HarrisðJanuary 30th 
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Birthdays  

Upcoming Programs  

GARNET CARNATION 

February 

Frank BrothersðFebruary 10th  

Keith OvertonðFebruary 20th 

Tim AllisonðFebruary 23rd 

 

VIOLET AMETHYST 

"January is named after the Roman god Janus, who was always shown as hav-

ing two heads.  He looked back to the last year and forward to the new 

one.  The Roman New Year festival was called the Calends, and people  

decorated their homes and gave each other gifts." 


